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would be punished not by the Ukrainian courts (whose
jurisdiction extended over a very limited area) but by the
military tribunals set up by the army of occupation.1

The issuing of this order is illustrative of the domination
which the German military command exercised in the
Ukraine at this time, and which was to be increased in the
near future ; while the fact that the Rada remained ignorant
of the existence of this order until a fortnight after it had
been circulated to the villages is in itself indicative of the
extent of their contact with the country. They were told
what the military command considered fit, and further
news only leaked in to them by degrees. They were the
puppets of the German occupation, dependent for their very
existence on their. masters, who were rapidly becoming
tired of their growing tendency to assert themselves.
There was still in the Rada a spirit of national indepen-
dence, especially in the Social Democrats and the Social
Federalists, parties which had their representatives in the
Government. These Ministers, including the youthful
Minister for Foreign AfEairs, Liubinsky, who had signed
the treaty of January 9, resentful of the increasing inter-
ference of the military with internal administration, were
continually urging a policy of resistance upon the inverte-
brate president of the Rada, M. Holubowicz.

For these elements the news of Eichhorn's order was
the last straw, and, stampeding their more timid colleagues,
they forced the Rada to declare it illegal and therefore
invalid. This challenge, thrown down on April 26, was
immediately answered by Eichhorn with the proclamation
of martial law and the delivery of an ultimatum which
demanded the rescinding of the Rada resolution. In effect,
he had already determined upon more drastic action.

The combination of vapid idealism and resentful national

1 Gratz and Schiiller, p. 135; James Bunyan, Intervention, Civil War
and Communism in Russia, 1918 (Baltimore, 1936), pp. 3, 6; D.
Doroshenko, Istoriia Ukraini, 1917-1923 (Uzhgorod, 1930-1932), ii. 2-36-
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